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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

August 2008 to present   Director, Institute for Psychological Research, Faculty of Social    

Sciences, University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras. 

July 1992 to present    Professor of Psychology, Department of Psychology, University of 

Puerto Rico, Río Piedras.  

July 1992 to 2008        Director, University Center for Psychological Services and Research, 

Department of Psychology, UPR-RP. 

August 1986 to 1992  Associate Professor of Psychology, Department of Psychology, 

University  of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras  Academic Duties:  Core 

faculty in Ph.D. Psychology Program (Clinical Area).  Research, 

writing and teaching.  Administrative Duties: Director of the 

University Center for Psychological Services and Research (CUSEP) of 

the Psychology Department. 

July 1986 to 1987        Associate Professor of Psychology, University of California, 

Department of Psychiatry, at San Francisco General Hospital.  

Academic Duties:  Core faculty for Clinical-Community Psychology 

Internship Program.  Research, teaching, and supervision of psychology 

and psychiatry residents. 

August 1978 to 1986   Assistant Professor of Psychology, University of California, 

Department of Psychiatry, at San Francisco General Hospital.  

Academic Duties: Core faculty for Clinical- Community Psychology 

Internship Program.  Research, writing, teaching, and supervision of 

psychology fellows, psychiatry residents, medical students, and other 

health and mental health professionals.  Administrative Duties: Co-

Director of an in-patient program for Latinos.  Clinical Duties: 

Psychologist for an 18-bed in patient unit.  Direct patient care, 

supervision of training, consultations, and family assessments.  Staff 

psychologist with a multidisciplinary team. 

Sept.  1977 to 1978     Staff Psychologist, Community Organization for Mental Health and 

Mental Retardation, Inc., Philadelphia, PA. 

August 1977 to 1978   Pre-doctoral Intern, Psychology Department, Eastern Pennsylvania 

Psychiatric Institute, Philadelphia, PA.   

 

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 

Funded Research and Training 

1. Parent Intervention in CBT for Depressed Latino Youth, 2004-2009, PI, NIMH, R01-MH67893. 

2. NIMH/M-RISP: Advancing Research in Puerto Rico, 1992-2008, PI, NIMH, R24-MH49368. 

3. Hispanic COR: Training in Biopsychosocial Research, 1989-2012, PI, NIMH,  T34 -MH19134. 

4. Biomedical Research Infrastructure Network, 2001-2004, PI (F. Gonzalez), NCRR, P20-RR16470. 

5. Latino Research Program Project, 1999-2004, PI (M. Alegría) NIMH,  P01-MH59876. 

6. COR High School Research Training for Hispanics, 1997-2002, PI, NIMH, R25-MH56853. 

7. Evaluation of the Health and Mental Health Needs of University Employees. 1987-1988, Co-

PI with (I. Serrano, J. Ribera, and A.I. Alvarez), University of Puerto Rico. 

8. Intergenerational Family Therapy for Drug Abuse, 1984-1987, PI, NIDA, RO1-DA3543. 

9. Community Network Approach to Drug Abuse, 1983-1987, PI (Sorensen) NIDA, RO1-DA03363. 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 

Graduate       Undergraduate   

Theories of Psychotherapy and Personality                          Statistical Inference for 

Advanced Psychopathology     Psychologists 

Family Theory and Therapy     Psychosocial Theories of Drug Abuse 

Psychological Basis of Medicine    Research Practicum 

Research Methodology: Multiple Perspectives   

Minority Mental Health 

Practicum in Clinical Psychology 

Practicum in Family Therapy 

Practicum in Psychotherapy Research 

Psychotherapy Research: Process and outcome 

 

Dissertations Supervised 

1. Rodríguez, W. (1988).  Counseling Psychology in Puerto Rico: Toward a reflexive practice 

of the profession. Department of Psychology, UPR-RP.   

2. Alvarez, M. A. (1990).  The therapeutic alliance in family therapy: Intergenerational Family 

Therapy and drug abuse.  The Wright Institute, Berkeley, California. 

3. Bonilla, J. (1997).  Vulnerability to depression: Personal, cognitive, and contextual 

variables.  Department of Psychology, UPR-RP.  

4. Martínes Taboas, A. (1997). The association of traumatic experiences and abuse to 

psychopathology and dissociative experiences in a sample of university students.  

Department of Psychology, UPR-RP. 

5. Padilla-Cotto, L.  (May, 2002).  Dysfunctional thoughts, stressful life events, psychiatric 

symptoms and social support in three Puerto Rican samples of persons with high and low 

depression symptoms.  Department of Psychology, UPR-RP. 

6. Pérez del Pilar, O.  (May, 2002).  Characteristics of IV drug abuse and depression symptoms  

Department of Psychology, UPR-RP.   

7. Scharrón del Río, M. (May 2005).  Spirituality, psychology, and symptoms of depression: 

Translation, adaptation & evaluation of the psychometric properties of three self report 

instruments on spirituality and its relation to depressive symptoms in university students.  .  

Department of Psychology, UPR-RP. 

8. Martínez Reyes, L (2007). Toward an evaluation of effectiveness: A pilot study on the 

development of a program evaluation system in a community based organization. 

Department of Psychology. UPR-RP. 

9. Alicea, D. (2007).  Good moments: Analysis of the process in group  CBT for adolescents 

with depression: A case study. Department of Psychology, UPR-RP. 

10. Gutierrez, L. (2008). Childhood Trauma Exposure, Dissociation, Revictimization, and Adult 

Mental Health Symptoms in a Non-clinical Puerto Rican University Sample.  Department of 

Counseling Psychology, University of California, Santa Barbara.  

11. Centeno, F. (2008).  Perfectionism and need for approval in the Dysfunctional  Attitudes 

Scale.  Department of Psychology, UPR-RP. 

12. Rodríguez, E. (2008, expected). Factor structure of the Beck Depression Inventory (BDI) in 

a representative sample of university students, UPR-RP.  

13. López Robledo, Y. (2009, expected). Atypical psychotic and quasi psychotic experiences in 

Puerto Rican depressed adolescents: Prevalence, associated factors and clinical 

implications. Department of Psychology, UPR-RP. 
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Masters Thesis Supervised 

1. Padilla-Cotto, L. (1996).  Presenting problems in psychotherapy: A preliminary study. 

Department of Psychology, UPR-RP. 

2. Roman, H.  (1991).  Psychosocial treatment of Attention Deficit Disorders: Case studies and 

treatment development. Department of Psychology, UPR-RP.  

3. Pérez, L.  (1992).  Meta-analysis of psychological, pharmacological, and combined 

treatments for Attention Deficit Disorders Department of Psychology, UPR-RP. 

4. Santos, A. (2000).  Psychometric properties of instruments to evaluate stressful life events. 

Department of Psychology, UPR-RP. 

 

Research Mentoring 

1. Sáez Santiago, E. (1998-2001). Family environmental and depression in adolescents,  

 NIMH Individual Fellowship (F31-MH11925-02), University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras.  

2. Duarté-Vélez, Y (2001-2004). Suicide risk in Puerto Rican adolescents NIMH Individual 

Fellowship  (F31-MH12708), University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras. 

3. Reyes, Mae Lynn (2002-2005). Bulimia Nervosa: Cognitive behavioral therapy for Latinos. 

NIMH, Individual Post-doctoral Award (F32-MH066523-01A1). University of Puerto Rico, 

Rio Piedras. 

4. Domenech-Rodríguez, M. (2002-2008). Parenting Intervention for Spanish-speaking 

Latinos, NIMH, Career Development Award (K01-MH066297). Utah State University, 

Logan, UT. 

5. Sáez-Santiago, E. (2008-2013). School-based Prevention Program for Depression in Latino 

Pre-Adolescents, NIMH, Career Development Award (1K23MH081135-01A1). University 

of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras.  
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND CONSULTATION EXPERIENCE 
 

Scientific Advisory Board, Interventions Science Training Program for Racial Ethnic Minority 

Investigators (NIMH), Columbia University, NYC, Member, (2006-2011). 

Scientific Advisory Board, NCMHD University of Miami Center of Excellence for Hispanic 

Health Disparities Research: El Centro, Member, (2007-2009). 

APA Minority Fellowship Program Planning Groups (2007-2008) 

RWJ Foundation National Advisory Committee, Finding Answers: Disparities Research for 

Change (2007-2009) 

NIMH Interventions Review Committee, Reviewer (2000-2003) 

NIMH Strategic Task Force on Mood Disorders (2001- 2002) 

NIMH Treatment Assessment Review Committee, Reviewer (1996-2000) 

Ford Foundation, Psychology Pre-doctoral Review Panel (1992, 1993, and 1995), Chair (1997) 

APA Minority Fellowship Program, Advisory Committee (1993-present), Chair (1996-2003) 

International Association of Applied Psychology (1995-1998), Program Committee for the 24
th

 

International Congress of Applied Psychology 

NIMH Mental Health Special Projects-Clinical Review Committee, (June 1992) 

NIMH Treatment Assessment Review Committee, Ad Hoc Reviewer (June 1992) 

NIDA Five Year Planning Workgroup (February, 1991) 

NIMH Psychotherapy and Rehabilitation Consortium Workgroup (1990) 

NIDA Research Development Seminar (July 1990) 

Council of Higher Education, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico (1990 to 1992) 

NIMH Treatment Development (TDAA) Research Review Committee, (1984-1988) 

Consultant, APA, Visiting Psychologists Program (March, 1983) 

UCSF-SFGH Latino Task Force, Chair (1981-1986). 
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Consultant, Latino Family Alcoholism Center, San Francisco, CA (1979-81).  

 

Conferences Organized 

XXV Interamerican Congress of Psychology, (Executive Committee, Finance Chair), San Juan, 

PR, 1995 

NIMH Career Opportunities in Research Colloquium, Chair, San Juan, PR, 1995. 

NIMH Career Opportunities in Research Colloquium, Chair, San Juan, PR, 2004. 

NIMH, Role of Family in Preventing and Adapting to HIV AIDS, Co-chair, San Juan, PR 2006. 

Culturally Informed Evidence Based Practices: Translating Research and Policy for the Real 

World, Task Force Member, Sponsored by SAMSHA, NIMH, APA Divisions, Bethesda, 

MD, 2008. 

 

University Service and Consultation 

Personnel Committee, Department of Psychology (2004-present). 

UPR System Committee on Strategic Institutional Planning (1995-97). 

UPR-RP Committee on Strategic Institutional Planning (1995-97) 

American Council on Education Project at UPR-RP on re-thinking the BA (1995-97).  

Curriculum Committee, Department of Psychology (1994-98) 

Centennial of 1898 Committee, College of Social Sciences, UPR-RP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


